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PUERTO RICO CONVENTION BUREAU HONORS ITS AMBASSADORS

Maria Vargas-Capriles, MBA, named Distinguished Ambassador
for 53 Million Contribution to Island’s Economy

SAN JUAN, August 5, 2011 -- From August 7-13, the Puerto Rico Convention Bureau is
celebrating its Ambassador Program Week. The dedicated week recognizes the efforts of the
more than 400 individuals who volunteer their time and leverage their professional relationships
to generate meeting and convention business for the Island on behalf of the Bureau.

During the Bureau’s past fiscal year, which ended on June 30, 2011, the Ambassador Program
contributed 39 definite group bookings generating 12,080 room nights for a potential economic
impact of $6.3 million. Ambassadors generated more than 35,000 room night leads during the
past year. Since the re-launch of the program in 2007, the Ambassador Program has resulted in
a contribution of more than $71 million to the local Puerto Rico economy.

On Monday, August 1, a proclamation by the Government of Puerto Rico was issued, recognizing
the Bureau’s Ambassador Program for their endeavors and commitment to Puerto Rico. The
proclamation was presented to Distinguished Ambassador Maria Vargas-Capriles and Federico
Sanchez, Chairman of the Board of the Puerto Rico Convention Bureau, at the Puerto Rico State
Department.

Also as part of the celebration, the Puerto Rico Convention Bureau recognized Maria Vargas-
Capriles, MBA, Assistant Director of the University of Puerto Rico, Resources Center, as the 2011
Distinguished Ambassador. Since her participation in the Ambassador Program in 2009, Vargas-
Capriles is credited for helping secure ten groups to Puerto Rico, including the EPSCOR
(Experimental Program to Stimulate Competitive Research, a U.S. Federal initiative) Annual
Meeting and National Conference; the 2010 International Symposium on Integrated
Functionalities; as well as the 2009 NASA Space Grant Consortium. With a total of 3,570 room
nights, her individual efforts have contributed more than $3 million to the Island’s economy.
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As this year’s honored Distinguished Ambassador, Ms. Vargas-Capriles had an intimate dinner
held in her honor with Bureau Ambassador Executives and two former Distinguished
Ambassador recipients including Carlos Lazaro-Leon, who was the Bureau’s first Distinguished
Ambassador in 2008 and Pedro Lorenzo, who received the honor in 2010.

To learn more about the Puerto Rico Convention Bureau’s Ambassador Program, contact Mirieli
Méndez at 787-474-5092.
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Editor’s Note:

The Puerto Rico Convention Bureau (PRCB) is a non-profit organization established in 1962 to drive meetings, conventions, trade
shows and incentive groups to Puerto Rico. With offices in San Juan, Chicago, New York, Miami, and Washington DC, the Bureau
strengthens Puerto Rico’s competitive position in the Americas and abroad by increasing awareness of the Island’s outstanding
meeting facilities and services, and produces approximately $97 million to the local economy. The Bureau can be reached
electronically through the Internet at info@meetpuertorico.com or at its website www.meetpuertorico.com. The PRCB is the official
marketing and sales agent for the new Puerto Rico Convention Center (PRCC) opened November 2005. For more information on
the new Convention Center visit www.prconvention.com. The Puerto Rico Convention Bureau is the only Bureau to have
certification by both Lloyds Registered Quality Assurance through the BestCities Global Alliance and accreditation by the Destination
Marketing Association International (DMAI) as an elite destination marketing organization. The Puerto Rico Convention Bureau,
representing the capital city of San Juan, is a proud member of Best Cities Global Alliance, the first convention bureau alliance that
represents the highest standards of service in the meetings and convention industry. For more information, visit www.bestcities.net.
DMAI is the world’s largest association of CVBs, representing more than 600 destination management organizations in more than 25
countries.
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